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    From the Principal’s Desk… 
 

 It has been such an exciting last couple of months!  I continue to learn more and more everyday about the   
amazing staff, families and students at Vineyards Elementary School.  I want to thank all of you for the warm    
welcome to the Vineyards Family and l look forward to our future together as we strive for students to be           
respectful, responsible, and peaceful problem solvers.  Our top priority is to provide a safe and nurturing          
environment and we thank you for your help to meet this goal by adhering to the few new procedures when       
arriving on campus. 

 All visitors need to park in the Visitor Parking Lot at the front of the school.  Parking is not permitted in the 
fire lane outside of the front office. 

 Morning drop off will be a single car lane drop off in the car rider lane.    

 We do not permit students to be dropped off in the parking lot unless the parent walks their child across the 
car rider lane to ensure safety.   

 As you visit our campus, I am sure many of you have noticed changes in our DISMISSAL CAR LINE.  We are 
currently in the process of adjusting to a 2-lane car line.  At this time, it takes approximately 30 minutes to         
complete the car line dismissal process.  Our goal is to decrease that time while ensuring the safety of the         
students and staff.  Once all preparations are completed, we will send home a flyer with specific directions.  We 
will also communicate via phone dialer, Twitter (@VineyardsVipers) and Facebook (Vineyards Elementary) to   
provide proper communication of the changes and start date.  We are confident all parents will be pleased with the 
changes to the car line and we thank you in advance for your patience and cooperation with providing a safe    
dismissal for our VES students.  

 Vineyards staff requires each car to have a car rider sign in the front window as you enter the car line for      
dismissal.  The car rider signs will continue to be used as a safety procedure for loading students with parents/
guardians approved for pick up. Please keep your car sign hanging in the window from the time you enter the car 
line and do not remove it until you have exited the car line.  The staff at each numbered post uses the car signs to 
ensure the students are in the right place.  If you do not have a car sign hanging in the window, you will be asked 
to park and go into the front office to sign your child out with proper identification.  Car rider signs are available in 
the front office.  Thank you for complying with this school policy and helping to keep our students safe.  

 The VES staff has been working to teach table expectations in the cafeteria.  The students are asked to use 
quiet voices and their best manners, stay in their seat once they have their food, and to clean up their area when 
they are finished with their lunch.  Please be aware that your child has the opportunity to purchase snacks using 
their lunch account.  We have been encouraging the students to make healthy choices by limiting the number of 
snacks/desserts they purchase each day.  Also, we discourage the sharing of food due to several food allergies 
among our little ones.   

Please follow us on social media for school celebrations, information and more! 
Twitter:  @VineyardsVipers  Facebook:  Vineyards Elementary 



Kindergarten 

The kindergarten students have been very busy reading and writing.  They are 

learning how to write with an opening sentence, write at least three sentences on 

topic, and a closing sentence.  They are also adding some adjectives, and using     

capitals and punctuation!  We finished our unit on 3D shapes, and they learned how 

to describe and draw them.  Ask them to find some spheres, cylinders, cones, and 

cubes around the house.  They are now working hard at solving and showing work 

for word problems with addition and subtraction.  What a tricky thing to           

remember which operation to use.  We will begin our lessons on living organisms 

this quarter and grow some plants as well as compare and contrast differences   

between plants and animals.  You should be proud of your child for all the progress 

they have made so far, we are!  Keep reading those POPCORN words. 

CLASSROOM CORNER 

First Grade 

Wow! What an amazing adventure the first grade had at the Naples Botanical  
Gardens thanks to support from our Chuck E. Cheese Fundraiser.  Students 
viewed marsh plants on a walking tour and even got to walk across stones through 
the marshy waters.  The butterfly garden was another highlight of our trip.  We 
were able to see a variety of chrysalises and different types of butterflies to fol-
low up the learning we did in science about the lifecycle of butterflies.  One of our   
favorite parts was seeing the waterfall and cool origami art work around the   
gardens.  First grade would like to thank all of the families who supported our fall 
fundraiser and the wonderful chaperones who all made this trip possible.   



Second Grade                   

Third quarter for second grade was hard – hard as 

rock, that is!  We observed many different rocks and got 

our hands dirty observing various types of soil.  We also 

studied habitats along with the plants and   animals that 

live in them.  We had an amazing giraffe video confer-

ence with other schools in the district along with giraffes 

from the Naples Zoo.  We learned a lot about giraffes!  Additionally, it was an 

honor that one of our very own students, Juliana D., had a question that was 

chosen to be read and was answered during the video conference! 

Also, we have been working diligently on 

addition and subtraction   story problems and 

finding answers using multiple strategies. In 

social studies, we learned all about maps.  It 

has been an interesting, informative quarter, 

and now we’re looking forward to what we will 

learn in fourth quarter. 

Third Grade 

The third grade students are working       
diligently every day on their reading        
comprehension and essential math skills. We 
are so proud of their efforts! Please     
continue to make sure that your child is on 
time and in school all day, every day. We   
appreciate your support in your child’s      
education. We are working together for your 
child’s future! 

Keep up the hard work third graders!  



Fourth Grade 
It is hard to believe that we are entering the final quarter of the school 

year!  Our fabulous fourth grade students completed the Writing FSA 

the last day of February.  We commend all of our students who worked 

diligently to prepare for this assessment and we believe that all their 

hard work paid off.  We are continuing to work on all our core subjects 

and preparing to take the Reading and Math portions of the FSA the 

second week of April and the fourth week of April.  Each class has 

been addressing skills that need to be reviewed for the big day.  We 

are committed to achieving our best score on both exams.  We are 

eagerly looking forward to the month of May and our field trips to Artis 

of Naples and Collier County Museum.  This interactive trip promises to 

be a wonderful learning experience for the students.  

Caught on Camera! 



Fifth Grade 
 January to March was filled with many exciting learning activities for 5th grade. In 
Math, classes worked on addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of     
fractions and decimals, 2-D geometry, and will soon be working on coordinate   
graphing as we soon approach the FSA Math Assessment.  
 In Science, Fifth Graders have been learning about Atoms, Matter and Mixtures, 
Physical and Chemical Changes, and Forms of Energy and Motion.   Each class has 
participated in hands-on science labs while practicing the scientific method, as well 
as continuing to bring in some spectacular monthly STEM projects. The 5th graders 
also had a fabulous time at CREW –Land and Water Trust with FGCU Panther 
Posse, Mrs. Ricky and the FGCU college students. Our students got to hike, explore, 
learn about plants and animals, journal, learn about prescribed fires, and more!  
 In addition, each class has been working extremely hard on their writing skills 
with various types of writing like Opinion, Narrative, and Explanatory. 
 Now that the FSA ELA Writing Assessment is over, classes will be gearing up for 
the FSA ELA Reading and Math Assessments and the FCAT-2.0 Science                
Assessment.  A schedule of testing dates and times was sent home with students in 
their Wednesday folders.  A great place for parents and students to practice and 
become familiar with the FSA Assessments is to visit the FSA Portal at 
www.fsassessments.org . This site is a plethora of information on the assessments 
coming up.  Please take time WITH your child to check it out!   
 The 4th Quarter is already here….5th grade has many fun learning experiences 
ahead as we make that final push before our students head to middle school!   

HELP WANTED! 

We would love to have you volunteer at Vineyards.  

 It is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 

1.Complete an online application at www.collierschools.com,  

2.Be entered into the “Fastpass” system at our front office,  

3.Attend a volunteer orientation at Vineyards. 

Any Questions?  Please contact Alysha Duran at (239) 377-8713. 

I pledge to  

come to school  

the Viper way! 

ON TIME -ALL DAY- 

EVERY DAY! 

I Pledge to be  

Respectful,  

Responsible,  

Peaceful, and a  

Problem-Solver. 

I will be a Be Worthy  

student at Vineyards. 

http://www.fsassessments.org


On the Run with P.E. 
Physical Education classes for the first time were able to learn about lacrosse.  Students did skills with  
modified equipment and had so much fun!!  They learned about the parts of the stick, how to throw, cradle, 
and scoop.  Ask your child about lacrosse.  For more  information go to collierlax.com.   

Students also learned the basic skills of tennis including: activities to help them learn to keep their eyes on 
the ball, downs, ups, and the forehand stroke.  Students had a great time learning the basics of tennis..    
Collier County Parks and Rec., and most communities have lessons for tennis. 

Just a reminder that if a student is not able to participate in PE, please send a note in with that child.  If a  
doctor gives instructions for PE and no movement, please bring that note to the nurse and she will make a 
copy for the PE teachers.  Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Kids on the go is in full swing along with Girls on the Run.  A special thank you goes out to Ms. Irwin (GOTR) 
and Mrs. Newbrough (KOTG) for volunteering their time for the students in these great programs.    

Computer Corner 

Kindergarten students have used MS Paint to draw a picture of their houses.  They then used 

those pictures in a MS Word document telling about their houses. 

First graders learned more about using MS Word and then researched one animal. 

Our second grade students also learned more about using MS Word, followed by research about 

one state. 

Third, fourth and fifth grade used MS Excel to gather, graph, and analyze data. Our research on 

planets, Florida Explorers, and U.S. Presidents will use their critical thinking skills in deter-

mining reliable websites. 

Just a reminder that the morning lab is available for all students in grades three through five 
starting at 7:45 and ending at 8:15. Some of the activities available include iReady, Typing 
Agent, That Quiz, Spelling City, and EdGalaxy. 

Please join us 

in welcoming 

our new   

principal,  

Mrs. Elgin, to 

Vineyards    

Elementary! 



Greetings from the Art Room!  

Greetings from the Art Room! 

 

Our Third Grading period has been a busy one as we focused primarily on the Art Element 

of Form to create clay projects.  All grades, except Kindergarten, are finishing up a dish, 

bowl or sculpture made out of ceramics.  We are fortunate to have our own kiln at        

Vineyards so students have learned how pottery is glazed and then “fired”.  My favorite 

part of ceramics is opening up the kiln and seeing all the bright, shiny, colorful pieces.  

First and third grade will be painting their fired sculptures after spring break. Kindergarten 

will be making their ceramic pinch pots after break as well. 

Our third grade students used lunch milk cartons to create house sculptures this grading 

period.  This project was meant to integrate science, math, and engineering into the art 

curriculum.  Students had to consider concepts like; the layout of their yard, scale,        

proportion, and color as well as problem solving how to put pieces of construction paper 

together to make all the items stand up.  Since it is a sculpture, all points-of-view had to be 

interesting.  The excitement and energy during this project was astounding! 

Here are some specific projects to be looking for in the next few weeks (please note that, 

due to the fact we miss days of school, not every class of every day does every project): 

Kindergarten-Dinosaurs and Painted Hearts. 

First- Still Life’s, Alligators and Zebras 

Second-Mosaic hearts, Ceramic Tile Ink Art made with the Art Museum, Clay Hearts,     

Toucan Oil Pastel 

Third- Castles, Milk Carton Houses, Ceramic Owls, Paper Weaving 

Fourth- Snowmen, Castles, Ceramic Bowls 

Fifth-Abstract Movement Design, The Great Wave Movement Painting, Ceramic Plates 

 

Artfully yours,  

Mrs. Powell (and Mr. Beauvais) 

Don’t forget to check out the full color version of our newsletter at   

 http://www.collierschools.com/ves 



A Note From Mr. Ziegler 

Happy Spring!   As we end the third   
grading period, the various grade levels 
have learned wonderful, new ways to    
enjoy music.  In kindergarten, the classes 
have learned simple rhythmic patterns   
using eighth notes and quarter notes.  The 
first graders have been matching pitch 
and identifying “mi”, “so”, and “la” in songs.  
The second grade has just finished a unit 
on music around the world which        
features music from each of the  seven continents.  Third grade is still working 
with recorders.  Most students are about a third of the way through the        
Recorder Karate book and are working toward mastering their orange belt for, 
“Merrily We Roll Along.”  The fourth grade has been learning the repertoire for 
their “Link-Up” concert. This unit culminates with a field trip to ARTIS Naples 
where the students can sing and play recorders along with the Naples           
Philharmonic.  And finally, the fifth grade has just completed their guitar unit.  
The students in these classes are now able to play notes on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
strings of the guitar, as well as play a complete G major scale. 

Media Center News 

Students celebrated Read Across America Day with 
fun Dr. Seuss activities. Many read classic Seuss 
stories and wrote some of their own. All over cam-
pus, there were red and white striped hats. Some 
students even ate green eggs and ham! Everyone 
enjoyed a visit from The Cat in the Hat, who gave 
the students bookmarks. 

Keep on Reading! 

- Ms. Bolen and Mrs. Fornberg 



Reading Tips from the Reading Coach 

 

The “STEM” movement has been moving full “STEAM” ahead as we work towards inte-

grating the ARTS into our 21
st
 century learning.  STEAM is an educational approach to 

learning that uses Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics to en-

gage students in to inquiry, dialogue and critical thinking.  The purpose to this approach 

is to help our students grow to be: 

thoughtful risk takers 

creative, innovative, and collaborative problem solvers 

flexible and adaptable 

able to communicate their thinking clearly to others 

strong sense of social skills 

Literacy is also a key component to STEAM.  Many of the skills that readers and writers 

use every day can also be found in Science, Math and Technology.  These core skills in-

clude: 

prediction 

generating, asking and answering questions 

visualization 

activating and using background knowledge 

making inferences 

determining cause and effect 

sequencing 

summarizing and recording observations 

revision of thinking 

speaking and listening 

As parents, there are many ways for you to help support our budding readers.  Reading 

Rockets is a website that offers information and resources on how we as adults can help 

our students become strategic readers.  Below is just one of the many resourcethat is 

available on their website www.readingrockets.com .  When you visit the website, make 

sure to check out their literacy in the Sciences section.  It is a wonderful resources on 

how we can all work together to make learning come alive for your child.  And the best 

part is that it is free! 

http://www.readingrockets.com


Think Like an Inventor 
Creativity is an important characteristic to foster in your child. Fostering a creative spirit 
will give your child experience identifying a problem and coming up with new ideas for 
solving them. Here are four ways to encourage creativity in your young child.  

Be curious 
Most inventors are creative people with a wide range of interests. Foster your child's  
interests through books and conversations. Is your child interested in stamps? Coins? 
Bugs? Rocks? Use your public library to check out books and other resources on the 
topic. Be aware of community events such as bird walks and hand-on activities that will 
help your child explore their interest. Encourage your child to become a collector.  

Let creativity flow 
Help your child develop creative fluency and flexible thinking. One fun way to do that is 
to think of an ordinary household tool, like a paper clip or a clothes hanger. Have your 
child think of all the possible things that could be made out of that item. Coming up with 
lots of ideas gives your child practice with exhausting all ideas. For example, a stick 
could become:  
 

A magic wand    A way to prop open a window    A tool to poke imaginary creatures 
 

A way to hold hair in a bun     What else? 

Make mistakes 
Did you know that Silly Putty was discovered accidentally when the General Electric 
Company attempted to find a substitute for rubber during World War II? Since then, 
over 200 million plastic eggs, containing 3,000 tons of Silly Putty, have been sold. Many 
inventions come from what feels like a mistake. Help your child understand that        
mistakes provide opportunities to learn. It will help if you share mistakes you've made 
recently too!  

Never stop learning 
Despite a very busy schedule, try to find a moment to look at an everyday item or event 
in a new way. Creativity can make common things special and special things more 
common!  
 
Setting the right tone and atmosphere at home will foster creativity and learning. Ask 
open-ended questions that have multiple answers. Give your child the freedom to try 
and to make mistakes, even if things don't work out as planned. Praise your child's    
effort, or process, rather than praising the outcome or product. And most importantly, 
have fun with the creative young learner in your life!  

 
 
 

 http://www.readingrockets.org/pdfs/edextras/50968-en.pdf 



Guidance From Guidance 

Motivating our Kids: Celebrating Natural Gifts 

 

Have you ever found yourself wondering, “What’s it going to take to motivate this 

kid?” 

  

The science of intrinsic motivation is complex, involving a wide array of factors. One 

of the most important, yet perhaps the most ignored, involves the following truths: 

 

Every child is born with a unique temperament and set of gifts. 

We can parent well, but we cannot change the essence of who they are. 

When we encourage them to focus on their gifts, this creates high motivation. 

When we obsess over their weaknesses, we create frustration and apathy.  

 

Generally speaking, traditional education has focused on the identification and reme-

diation of weaknesses. This approach works well with some students. For many oth-

ers it creates a train wreck of negative emotions and conflict between students and 

teachers, parents and their children, and parents and teachers. 

  

Consider the following scenario: 

  

You had a horrible day at work because your boss was upset with mistakes you 

made on tasks that you loathe. You spent most of the day correcting these mistakes. 

  

Now you’re heading home to your loving spouse. Entering the house, you hear, “We 

really need to talk. I visited with your boss over the phone today, and he told me that 

some of your skills are really low. That’s okay. I love you. That’s why we’re going to 

start spending the evenings working on these issues so that you can bring up your 

performance at work. That means no TV until we get these things addressed.” 

  

Would you be highly motivated to work on your skill deficits… or highly motivated to 

find a more relaxing place to go after work? 

  

Are you focusing primarily on your child’s natural gifts, or are you dwelling on 

what’s most difficult for them? 

  

In our audio, Shaping Self-Concept, we teach how to help kids get excited about 

learning by building them up in their areas of natural strength. 

  

Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possi-

ble. If this is a benefit, forward it to a friend. 

  

Dr. Charles Fay 

http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=58a3f29657003f32030517fa&u=37719542&v=3&key=187e&skey=020869b2f8&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loveandlogic.com%2Fshaping-self-concept%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DMyNewsletterBuilder%26utm_content%3D%23subscriber_i
http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=58a3f29657003f32030517fa&u=37719546&v=3&key=426c&skey=020869b2f8&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.mynewsletterbuilder.com%2Ftools%2Fforward.php%3Fusername%3Dloveandlogic%26newsletter_id%3D1412892228%26send_id%3D


Exceptional Student Education 
Do you have a student in exceptional student education?  If so, read below to find web-

sites for organizations filled with information and resources on disabilities, advocacy, 

and tips for helping with both behavior and academics. 

The Autism Society          

http://www.autism-society.org/ 

Since 1965, the Autism Society has been providing information for individuals on the spectrum,   

for family members, and professionals 

 

Council for Exceptional Children      

http://www.cec.sped.org/  

The Council for Exceptional Children provides information and resources about Special Education. 

 

Federation for Children with Special Needs     

http://fcsn.org/  

The focus of the Federation for Children with Special Needs is on the parents and providing      

support for them, which in turn benefits the child with special needs. 

 

National Association of Parent with Children in Special Education  

http://www.napcse.org/  

Parents of Special Education students can learn how to be their child’s best advocate. 

 

National Center for Learning Disabilities     

http://www.ncld.org/  

The National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD) is committed to ensuring that all students 

with learning disabilities graduate from high school with a standard diploma—prepared for college 

and the workplace. 

 

NICHCY        

http://www.parentcenterhub.org/  

NICHCY serves the nation as a central source of information on disabilities in infants, toddlers,   

children and youth. You’ll find easy-to-read articles on IDEA, the law authorizing early                

intervention services and special education, as well as researched-based information on effec-

tive practices,  programs and services. 

 

http://www.autism-society.org/
http://www.cec.sped.org/
http://fcsn.org/
http://www.napcse.org/
http://www.ncld.org/
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/


The Resource Room       

http://www.resourceroom.net/ 

The Resource Room provides tools, strategies and structured explorations for interesting learners, 

including lessons, ideas, articles and links for multisensory learning for people of all ages. The site 

also offers resources for people who learn differently, or have learning difficulties or learning    

disabilities such as dyslexia, dysgraphia or dyscalculia. 

 

LD Online         

http://www.ldonline.org/ 

LD OnLine.org is the world’s leading website on learning disabilities and ADHD, serving more 

than 200,000 parents, teachers and other professionals each month. 

 

CHADD         

http://www.chadd.org/ 

Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD), is a national       

non-profit, tax-exempt organization providing education, advocacy and support for individuals 

with ADHD. In addition to our informative website, CHADD also publishes a variety of printed 

materials to keep members and professionals current on research advances, medications and   

treatments affecting individuals with ADHD. 

 

National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health  

http://www.ffcmh.org/ 

The National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health is a national family-run          

organization linking more than 120 chapters and state organizations focused on the issues of chil-

dren and youth with emotional, behavioral or mental health needs and their families. 

 

National Alliance on Mental Illness      

http://www.nami.org/ 

NAMI advocates for access to services, treatment, supports and research and is steadfast in its 

commitment to raise awareness and build a community for hope for all of those in need. 

 

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association    

http://www.asha.org/public/ 

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association is committed to ensuring that all people 

with speech, language and hearing disorders receive services to help them communicate             

effectively. Here you will find resources to help you understand communication and                

communication disorders. 

http://www.resourceroom.net/
http://www.ldonline.org/
http://www.chadd.org/
http://www.ffcmh.org/
http://www.nami.org/
http://www.asha.org/public/

